Mission To London
1906
GANDHI reached London on October 20,1906, and soon he set to
work. The memorial to be submitted to Lord Elgin, Secretary of
State for the Colonies, had been drafted on the steamer.
Gandhi met Dadabhai Naoroji and through him the British Com-
mittee of the Indian National Congress. He acquainted them with
the South African problems. Next he met Sir Mancherji Bhow-
naggree and Sir Lepel Griffin, a former British administrator in
India and for many years chairman of the East India Association in
London, Sir Lepel was opposed to the political movements that were
current in India but he was prepared to help Gandhi.
On November 8 the deputation headed by Sir Lepel Griffin and
consisting, besides Gandhi and Mr. H. 0. AH, of Lord Stanley, Sir
George Birdwood, Mr. J. D. Rees, Sir Henry Cotton, Mr. Harold
Cox, Dadabhai Naoroji and Sir M. Bhownaggree, waited upon Lord
Elgin. Summarizing the provisions of the ordinance, Sir Lepel said:
" Indeed, with the exception of the Russian legislation against the
Jews there is no legislation comparable to this on the continent and
in England. If we wanted a similar case, we shall have to go back to
the time of the Plantagenets."
Gandhi followed him and said that the British Indians ought to be
treated as British subjects. He concluded by saying that the least
that was due to the British Indian community was to appoint a
commission which would consider the principle involved, the ad-
equacy of the existing and the necessity for further legislation. Lord
Elgin expressed his sympathy, referred to his own difficulties and
promised to do all he could.
The same deputation met Mr. Morley, Secretary of State for India,
who also declared his sympathy. Gandhi next interviewed the Prime
Minister, Sir Henry Campbell Bannerman. Sir William Wedderburn
was instrumental in calling a meeting of about hundred members of